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The purpose of this newsletter is to inform members of the ongoing works of 

the St. Louis area SVDP family.  Please send pictures, stories,  event announce-

ments, personal reflections,  prayer requests and any anything else you would 

like to share with other Vincentians.   

 

Dear,  Board Members, District Presidents, Conference Presidents               

and Members; 

 

Happy March Madness and St. Patrickõs Day!  There is a lot going on and we 

wanted to keep you up to date. 

 

You may have noticed an improved look to this Monthly Mailing. Youõre right! 

We have taken some suggestions to be more Donor specific in the Vin Leader 

and more Vincentian specific in this Monthly Mailing. Let us know how you like 

it. We are also going to be sending this and all subsequent Monthly Newsletters 

to our entire e-mail databaseñwhich has grown to over 850 Vincentians! This 

is a free way to spread the word on things happening in the St. Louis Council. 

And we are very happy to have the opportunity to be able to increase commu-

nications. 
 

Thanks for all that you do and God bless! 

 

Steve Rupp                            314-881-6018         stever@svdpstl.org 

Ryan Carney                          314-881-6020         ryanc@svdpstl.org 

Elizabeth Purgahn                   314-881-6017         elizabethd@svdpstl.org    

mailto:stever@svdpstl.org
mailto:ryanc@svdpstl.org
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Save the 

date: Cool 

Breeze Fan 

Drive will be 

Saturday,, 

May 22, 2010  

Cool Breeze Fan Drive 

Midyear Meeting Cookies  

FREE Soda! 
On Saturday, February 

27th we were blessed to 

be able to distribute 

about 70 pallets of free 

soda to 48 of our Con-

ferences. People came in 

vans, cars, trucks, and 

rented U-Hauls. Every-

one left with as much 

soda as they could haul 

away. Food Pantries, Fish 

Fryõs, Conferences and 

Parishes were the recipi-

ents of this generous 

program. It looks like 

this could become a 

regular, monthly or 

every-other month 

event. We will keep you 

posted. And if you were 

one of the 48 Confer-

ences/Pantries who re-

ceived the soda, they 

would like to retrieve 

the blue pallets and the 

blue cases that the soda 

came in. You can just 

drop them off at the 

Central Office at your 

convenience. We are at 

100 N. Jefferson Ave. St. 

Louis, MO 63103. Please 

just ask for Steve Rupp. 

And you may be able to 

return them to the ware-

house where you picked 

them up, but that would 

only be during the next 

distribution dateñto be 

determined. Thanks to 

everyone who worked 

so hard that day to help 

their clients and parish-

ioners.      

you can start planning 

to bake, cook, buy or 

fry (?) cookies for the 

meeting starting on 

April 20th, please con-

tact Elizabeth Purgahn 

at 314-881-6017 or   
elizabethd@svdpstl.org  

In keeping with 

one of the most 

revered and long-

est standing Vin-

centian traditions, 

the Mid Year 

Meeting is in 
needé..of cookies! If 

You can just drop the 

cookies off at the 

Council Office. Thanks 

for upholding this time 

honored tradition! 

Because we were only able to secure a small grant for the 

Cool Breeze Fan Program, we will have fewer fans to dis-

tribute this year. We will distribute the fans from the 

parking lot of the Council Office on Saturday, May 22, 

2010. More information will follow next month.  

mailto:elizabethd@svdpstl.org
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Due to a communications 

glitch, we are getting a late 

start on the Feinstein 

Challenge this year. The 

program has a guy in 

Rhode Island giving away a 

million dollars to 
neighbors helping their 

neighbors through their 

food pantries. Pages 14 

and 15 have more infor-

mation explaining the pro-

gram. Last year we had 

nine pantries participate 

and they all agreed that 

the challenge dramatically 

increased their pantry do-

nations in March and 

April. Itõs as easy as put-

ting a notice in your parish 
bulletin about the chal-

lenge and then keeping 

track of your donations 

for March and April. 

Nothing to it. Please call if 

you have any questions. 

Inside this issue are two stories on store issues. On page 11 there is information on the exciting 

new store in Ballwin and gives some pricing. Page 12 covers what items the Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul would like to have donated and in what condition. We hope this helps you and your do-

nors, and ultimately, your clients.  

Itõs tax season again (Yuk) . Page 13 has information on free 

tax preparation for your clients. 

Free Tax Preparation 

Thrift Stores Update 

An easy way 

to raise extra 

cash for your 

food pantry !  
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Please plan to attend.  

Staff from the Council 

office will be available 

for questions.  

National and Regional Meetings 

Spring Calendar of Events  

S O C I E T Y  O F  S T .  V I N C E N T  D E  P A U L  

District Meetings 
  
South District:  Thursday, March 11, 2010 

6:00 p.m.  St. Bernadette,  74 Kearney Rd.,  St. Louis, Mo 63125 

*South District Meetings open with a 6:00 p.m. Mass followed by dinner and the meeting. 

The Conference is asking for a $5.00 donation to help defray cost. 

 

North District: Thursday, March 18, 2010 

7:00 p.m.  Our Lady of Guadalupe, 17 Hawkesbury Drive, St. Louis MO 63121 

 

Festus District:  Monday, March 22, 2010 

7:00 p.m.  Knights of Columbus Hall,  9330 Highway 21, Hillsboro, MO 63050 

 

West District: Sunday, April 11, 2010 

9:00 a.m. St. Gertrude (Krakow)/St. Ann (Clover), 6535 Highway YY,                      

Washington, MO 63090 

*Mass at 9:00 a.m., meeting with light breakfast immediately following 

 

Northwest: Tuesday, April 13, 2010  

7:00 p.m. at Assumption Parish, 403 North Main Street, OôFallon, MO 63366 

Meeting will be held in the Parish Hall 

 
South Central:  Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

6:30 p.m. St. Margaret of Scotland, 3964 Castleman Avenue, St Louis, MO 63110-3799 

 

National Midyear Meeting: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 through Saturday, April 24, 2010 at the 

Millennium Hotel in downtown St. Louis. 

 

Midwest Regional Meeting:  Friday, June 11,  and  Saturday, June 12 , 2010 Denver, CO 

 

Visit www.servingthepoor.org for more information on both meetings. 

Spirituality and Formation  

 

Day of Prayer and Reflection:  April 10, 2010  

9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. at the St. Louis Council Office 

 

Spiritual Advisor Training:  April 17, 2010  

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the St. Louis Council Office  

 



VINCENT DE PAUL, A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY 
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More information to come on 

St. Louis area Vincentian Fam-

ilyõs celebration of the 350th 

anniversary.  

This yearõs Feast of St. Vincent de Paul, September 27, will inaugurate the year that ends 

with the 350th anniversary of his death in 1660..(Coincidentally, in 2010, the occasion also 

remembers the deaths of St. Louise de Marillac [March 15], as well as of Antoine Portail, 

C.M. [February 14] an early companion and associate of Vincent.) 

 As the Saint faced death he must have looked back in thanks for what Godõs grace  

accomplished through himñthe works for the poor, for the reform of the clergy, and for 

foundations  of associates in charity: the Congregation of the Mission, the Daughters of 

Charity, and the Ladies of Charity. So also, as a man with such an impressive legacy to pass on, he must 

have wondered how long his works would all fare after his death. He would wonder, yes, but with his belief 

in Divine Providence he would have no doubts about how God would determine the outcome.  If Provi-

dence wanted them to remain, they would continue; if not, they would disappear. 

 And continue they did!  In fact, within the three-and-a-half centuries since Vincentõs death, his 

works have multiplied enormously. Along the way in the 19th Century, two major actors appeared on the 

scene to augment the Vincentian mission: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, who strove to introduce ultimately the 

Daughters of Charity into the New World; and in France, Frederic Ozanam, who founded the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul. In the 20th Century there came  an awareness that the scope of the mission reached be-

yond the boundaries of official organizational membership. That is, there are multitudes of devotees in this 

categoryñsome in òspin-offó communities based on St. Vincentõs Rules, and others without any official af-

filiation, but who individually in their daily lives live out the Saintõs charism . These persons, along with offi-

cial members, fit beneath the umbrella of what has come  to be called òthe Vincentian Family,ó who, if 

counted, would add up to six figures of persons in ministry to the poor. 

 Today, the charism is still alive, and it flourishes in the larger dimension of òa great company of wit-

nesses.ó  Together, these folks might be considered those who live by the òart of Vincentianism.ó  There 

are many who might not know Vincent by the books, but who, like him, instinctively act from his spirit in 

their hearts. They have a love for the poor and an interest in service to the neighbor and almost automati-

cally fit the Vincentian profile They represent a common denominator of  Vincentianism found within the 

Family that  would entail a love for the poor and a concern for serving them, who value prayer and provi-

dence, and whose faith sees the face of Jesus in the poor... 

 In short, the Vincentian Family is a confederacy of charity that includes multi-

tudes and welcomes multitudes. They are folks of like mind and shared values; who 

work alongside each other and thereby enjoy support and companionship Together, 

they represent a huge army advancing against  the worldõs ills, especially poverty and 

injustice. Vincent has to be pleased and (uncharacteristically) proud that his works 

continue so abundantly and that he has so many disciples to ensure that his mission 

flourishes. 

 

Jack  Melito, C.M. 

Archdiocesan Council Spiritual Advisor  
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Blessed Frederic Ozanam Intercession 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam was a man of prayer.  He understood it as the lifeline and foundation for 

who he was and what he did.  It was said that he never did anything serious without praying.  In this 

section we will list the names of members who are in particular need of prayers, so that we as a com-

munity of Vincentian friends may unite our petitions for Godõs intercession.   To add someone to the 

prayer line, please  submit their  name and conference to Ryan Carney at ryanc@svdpstl.org or 314-

881-6020.     

 

O God, who put love of the poor into the hearts of Frederic Ozanam and his 

companions, and inspired them to found a Society for the relief of the spiritual 

and corporal   miseries of those in want, bless this work of charity and zeal, and 

in accord with Your designs that Your pious servant, Frederic Ozanam was glori-

fied as Blessed by the Church, we beseech You to manifest by heavenly favors 

the power he enjoys in Your sight. We make this prayer through Your Son, Our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Requiescat In Pace 

In this section we will remember Vincentians who have recently passed away.  To 

add a name to this list, please contact Ryan Carney at     ryanc@svdpstl.org or 

314-881-6020.  

 

May the Angels lead them into Paradise, 

may the martyrs receive them at their coming and lead them 

into Jerusalem, the holy city. May the Choir of Angels 

welcome them and, with Lazarus, who was also poor, 

may they have everlasting rest. 
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RENOVATED CHAPEL AT S.M.O.S. CELEBRATES 

100 YEARS OF VINCENTIAN 

CHARITY 
 

 At St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic Church, 39th 

& Flad Av. in south St. Louis, a small side chapel, some-

what drab and dated in appearance, has been completely 

renovated and dedicated in honor of 100 years of aid to 

the poor by the St. Vincent de Paul Conference located 

at that parish. 

 

 The centennial-inspired òVincentian Childrensõ 

Chapeló was blessed during the 10 a.m. Mass Sunday, 

Feb. 14, at the church.  Principal celebrant was the Rev. 

Msgr. Vernon Gardin, Vicar General for Administration for the Archdio-

cese of St. Louis, assisted by Rev. Thomas Wyrsch, current pastor. 

 

Renovation of the 12 x 22-foot space included a new ceiling, 

moulding, lighting, fans, painting and wall covering.  A major feature is a wood-encased triptych, created by 

liturgical artist Bro. Martin Erspamer, O.S.B., of St. Meinrad (Ind.) ArchAbbey.  The painting depicts Christ 

crucified, as well as images of St. Vincent and others inspired by his charitable workñBlessed Frederic 

Ozaman, Blessed Rosalie Rendu, St. Catherine Laboure and St. Louise de Marillac. Other Vincentian artifacts 

include a 135-year-old statue of St. Vincent, retrieved from a warehouse, a 30-inch bas-relief of the Miracu-

lous Medal, and a documented relic of St. Vincent himself---a tiny fragment of cloth inside a small glass-and-

metal case. New chapel furnishings include a cherry-wood altar, lectern and presiderõs chair, all crafted by a 

woodworker-parishioner of St. Margaret Parish. 

 

The Vincentian Childrenõs Chapel will be used for celebration of the daily 6:30 a.m. Mass, for Thurs-

dayõs Eucharistic Adoration and for the privacy of parents and in-

fant children during weekend Masses. 

 

The chapel renovation project was spearheaded by Jeff Goldone, 

president of the parish Conference of St. Vincent de Paul who 
began working on the project in  July, 2002. 

 

The Parish SVdP Conference has approximately 150 active and 

allied members.  Last year, they made some 500 home visits to 

their recently expanded territory of the near south side.  Total 

funds raised and distributed in charitable works during 2009 

amounted to some $120,000. 

Jeff Goldone, S.M.O.S. Conference 

President, receives a Proclama-

tion from Mayor Francis Slay.  

The triptych created by liturgical 

artist Bro. Martin Erspamer  



Haiti Update 
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In response to the earthquakes and aftershocks that have dev-

astated Haiti, the Daughters of Charity and Society of St. Vin-

cent de Paul Council General International are jointly collabo-

rating to provide relief assistance to the victims of the disas-

ter. 

 

SVDP International sent initial funding to the Daughters of 

Charity in the Dominican Republic (Haitiõs nearest neighbor) 

and together with SVDP Dominican Republic they have pur-

chased food, water, medicines, clothes, tents etc. which were 

sent by truck to the Daughters in Haiti who distributed the 

goods with the local members of SVDP Haiti.  The Dominican 

Vincentians have also organized trips by truck to Haiti to dis-

tribute medicines, food and other supplies.  

 
Like disasters in the past, the main thrust of Vincentiansõ assistance will begin after the major aid organi-

zations have left the country.  SVDP and all members of the Vincentian Family will be working together 

to help rebuild the lives of the people of Haiti. Eduardo Almeida, SVDP CGI International Territorial 

Vice President in the region will act as the liaison between the Daughters of Charity and SVDP, and has 

already begun coordinating relief efforts. 

  

The Society has a presence on the island in the form of a National Council in Port au Prince, four Dis-

trict Councils (two in the South and two in the North) and over 25 Conferences. Elismé Lesly, National 

President of SVDP Haiti reported that 5 members died in the disaster. Some of the members whose 

homes have been destroyed are living in tents along with some of the poor families they are assisting. 

 

Our brothers and sisters in Haiti still need our prayers and action.  St. Louis conferences and individuals  

have already contributed over $17,000 which will be sent the Council General International.  Your con-

ference can still  twin with Haiti by sending a check to 100 N Jefferson Ave. St. Louis MO, 63103.  

Please indicate that the funds are to be used for Haiti relief.   

 

For ongoing updates of Vincentian works in Haiti, please visit the following websites:  
 

SVDP International Council General Website: http://www.ssvpglobal.org/ 

SVDP USA Website: www.svdpusa.org  

Daughters of Charity Website: http://www.filles-de-la-charite.org/en/ 

Vincentian Family Website: www.famvin.org 

Sr. Evelyne France, DC, Superioress Gen-

eral of the Company distributes supplies 

to the victims of the earthquake  

http://www.ssvpglobal.org/
http://www.svdpusa.org
http://www.filles-de-la-charite.org/en/
http://www.famvin.org
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In 2009, Vinnieõs Autos worked with our conferences to get 49 

cars to needy families.  Thanks to all the Vincentians who helped 

clients access this program!  Reliable transportation continues to 

be an unmet need for many low-income families.   At present, we 

have approximately 35 conference-referred clients who are await-

ing cars.  Vinnieõs Autos needs your help.   

We have two immediate needs: 

 

 1) Car Czars ð We are still seeking Car Czars for the Southeast and West districts.  The position 

involves occasionally working with Vincentians in submitting client qualification documents to the 

program coordinator and facilitating further publicizing of the program.  This job might take three 

or four hours per month at most. 

 

2) Parish Bulletin Contacts ðThis is very helpful to the program.  When I became Vinnieõs Autos co-

ordinator at the beginning of October of 2009 we were in zero parish bulletins.  Today, we are 
in approximately sixty parish bulletins.  Please help me build toward the goal of having a brief de-

scription of this wonderful program in the parish bulletins of all 142 parishes within the Archdio-

cese of Saint Louis.   

 

Sample bulletin announcement:   
Vinnieôs Autos, a program of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul of Saint Louis, is a car 
donation and transfer program designed to help individuals and families secure basic 
transportation to facilitate economic empowerment and enhanced health and 
safety.  Please help your neighbors help themselves and get a nice tax deduction at the 
same time.  Please call Greg Marino, Vinnieôs Autos coordinator, at 314-881-6005 if you 
would like to learn more about the program and discuss making a donation. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Greg Marino 
Vinnie's Autos Coordinator 
office:  314-881-6027 
car donation:  314-881-6005 
email:  gregm@svdpstl.org 
 

Vinnieõs Autos Needs Your Help 

Time to play, Who Wants to be a Vincentian -aire!  
 

According to the Rule, what is the primary   

purpose of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul?  
 

The answer is on the next page. 

mailto:gregm@svdpstl.org
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And having an active Spiritual Advisor is key! 
 

As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we are united in the same spirit of poverty 

and sharing.  We are encouraged by our Rule to assist one another to live a profound spiritual 

life and a spirit of prayer.  For this purpose, the role of a conference Spiritual Advisor is very 

important.  

 

A spiritual advisor is what the word implies.  Besides leading the prayers, spiritual readings and discussions at 

meetings, he or she is the person who constantly  òbrings you backó to the Spirit of Vincent and Frederic 

during your discussions and debates.  A person who leaves the meeting after the reading should be consid-

ered a reader not an òadvisor.ó  The advisor should take an active part in the conference meeting, observing 

and making recommendations in order that the conference stay focused on its mission  

 

In this era of clergy shortages, it may be difficult to find a member of the clergy who has the time to serve in 

this role. Any member of the Conference can serve in the position of Spiritual Advisor.  Some conferences 

ask a respected senior Vincentian, who is no longer physically able to handle the duties of home visits, to 

take on this position of honor and responsibility (from How to Run a Conference, published by the Diocesan 

Council of Phoenix)..   

 

What is the role of the Spiritual Advisor?  

¶ To promote the work of the Society 

¶ To provide inspiration and challenge for the adoption of new works 

¶ To be a spiritual animator by promoting the spiritual life of members and 

a better understanding of charity and its application 

 

Who should you look for?  

¶ A faith-filled follower of the Gospel 

¶ Someone with a love for the Society and its Vincentian spirit 

¶ Someone with, or the willingness to acquire, a formation vision and com-

petency 

 

Answer: To increase the holiness of its 

members ð The Rule, Part 1, Section 1.2  

Emmanuel Bailly acted as 

Spiritual Advisory for the 

first conference in 1833 

 

 

 

Spiritual Advisor Training 
 

For current, new, and potential Spiritual Advisors 
 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 

9:00 a.m. ð12:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Council Office Ozanam Room  

Presenter: Sr. Kieran Kneaves, DC, National Formation Director  

Please R.S.V.P. to Ryan Carney at ryanc@svdpstl.org or (314) 881 6020 
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News From the Thrift Stores 
 

*A new Ballwin store is opening in late March at 14660 Manchester Rd.  Come check it out! 

 

*Volunteers are needed at all three stores but especially Ballwin.   Please ask your conferences for help as 

well as your parish communities.  Remember, we offer credits for scheduled volunteer time that can be 

used for your clients to purchase needed items at the thrift store.  To volunteer, contact Molly Kertz, Di-

rector of Volunteers for information at 314-881-6032 or mollyk@svdpstl.org. 

 

*Thrift Store Phone Numbers; 
                Forest Parké..314-881-6013 

                St. Charles é..636-946-1700 

                Ballwinééé.636-207-SVDP (7837) 

 

*To schedule a pick-up of furniture and other donated items call 314-881-6006. 

 

*New mattress prices; 

                Twin mattress and box spring set are $145.00. 

                Full mattress and box spring sets are $180.00. 

                Queen mattress and box spring sets are $215.00. 

                King mattress and box spring sets are $340.00. 

 

*New bed frame prices ; 

                Twin/Full are $35.00 

                Queen are $45.00 

 

*To schedule a clothing drive at your parish call 314-881-6006 

 

*The Forest Park thrift store has health & beauty and cleaning supplies for sale including paper products.  If 

your conference is buying any of these for conference use and/or for a food pantry, call Jerry Orzano at 

314-881-6037 or 314-236-SVDP (7837) to see if our prices are better than buying at retail. 

On the lighter side 
 

BULLETIN BLOOPERS  

 

Next Sunday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the 

           help they can get. 

 

  Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. Itõs a chance to get rid of those things not 

  worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
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Items Available for Pickup at SVDP Thrift Stores 
All items must be on the first floor or access to an elevator 

 

 Major Appliance s:  Washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers, stoves, ovens, grills  

   No gas appliances.  Must be less than 5 years old and clean 

 

Hospital Equipment:  Walkers, crutches, wheelchairs, etc.  No Hospital beds. 

 

Furniture:  Must not be soiled, ripped, pet hair damaged and/or broken 

  Desks:  No metal desks, secretary desks with returns.  Wood acceptable. 

 Shelves and Filing Cabinets:  No metal.  Wood acceptable. 

 
Exercise Equipment:   All accepted, except for NordicTrack skier 

 

Clothing, shoes and purses:  Clean and free of excessive wear 

 

Household items:   Must be in working condition 

Toaster ovens, microwaves, coffee makers, pots and pans, dishes, glasses and other                 

 useful kitchenware 

 

Electronics:  Must be in working condition. 

TVs/Stereos:  Less than 5 years old, cable ready or converter box.  We do not accept con

 sole TVs or stereos.  Record players in working condition. 

Pianos/Organs: if in working condition and easily accessible to drivers. 

 

Lawn and Garden:   Power tools/Tools accepted.  Lawnmowers in working condition. 

 

Books:  Accepted in good condition 

 

Seasonal Décor :   Accepted around holiday season 

 

 

 

Paint/Paint Thinner 

Metal Hangers 

Vanities/Toilets 

Doors 

Computer/Computer Equipment 

Light Fixtures and Ceiling Fans 

Kitchen cabinets/countertops 
 

 

Not Accepted  

Pool Tables 

Window air conditioning units 

Waterbeds 

Hospital Beds 

Dishwashers 

Gas appliances 

Swing sets 
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Just send your  totals to: 

Steve Rupp 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

100 N. Jefferson Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63103 


